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Seen 


a 
Te 
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I.—Forei1en Potirics. 


The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 21st June, says that, as friends of the sBorowas sansvam, 


Amir of Afghanistan, the English ought to 
interfere in the present troubles in that 
country on behalf of the Afghan people. They ought to enquire into the 
causes of the dissatisfaction of the people, and ask the Amir to remove 
them. By so doing the English will secure the friendship of the Afghan 


Troubles in Afghanistan. 


people, end will be permanently relieved of all fears on account of Afghanis- 


‘an. Anyhow, as times are critical, mature statesmanship is needed, and no 
hastily-conceived schemes of war should be given effect to. 

9 The Pratikdr, of the 24th June, says that the statement of the 
Civil and Military Gazette newspaper, that 
preparations are being made to march Iinglish 
troops to Candahar, has been contradicted; but though rumours of this 
kind are generally contradicted, the contradictions do not aways prove to 
be true. It will not be politic to annoy Russia if she has really arrived 
near the Afghan frontier, and native newspapers have all along given this 
adviceto Government. It will not be wise to go beyond the Hindu Kush, 
which forms an excellent barrier for the purpose of checking a Russian 
advance in the direction of India. 

8. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 24th June, says that, as matters stand 
at present, it is clear that a war with Russia 
has become inevitable; but it does not 
appear that it will be advantageous for the English to go to fight with 
Russia beyond the Afghan frontier. Such an expedition is sure to be 
difficult and dangerous. If the English want to retain India, they should 


England and Russia. 


Russian designs on India. 


keep themselves prepared for war on the frontier of India. They should - 


strengthen the western frontier and remove all ill-feeling from the minds 
of their Indian subjects. This is not the time when attempts should be 
made to annex kingdoms and states, or to impose new taxes upon the 
people, or to dissatisfy or exasperate them by the. adoption or enforcement 
of unjust and oppressive measures. The future will be full of danger for 
the English in India if they do not conduct themselves wisely at this 
juncture. The people of India made over the sovereignty of their country 
to the English when Mahomedan rule became intolerable to them; and 
will the people of India sit quiet if English rule becomes equally intolerable 
tothem? Rajah Suchet Singh, the Chief of Champa, has already joined 
Maharajah Dhuleep Singh in Russia. Englishmen, beware ! 


II.—Homz ApMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Police. 


4. The Samodd Pirnachandrodaya, of the 24th June, asks the Com- 

is oo _ missioners of the local municipality to con- 
aot wane and Dhuli- struct roads in the village of Labiegesi 
» ; within the jurisdiction of the thana Ramjji- 
unpur, in the district of Midnapore. There are dacoits and highway— 
men in the adjoining village of Dhulidengar. It is dangerous for 
Passengers to go through that village, especially if they happen to have 


— on their persons. There snould be a strong police outpost in that 


% The Samaya, of the 24th June, says that the circular issued 


ane en Se . by the Deputy Commissioner of Calcutta, 
cutta, wt Suction sales in Cal- directing constables to watch auction sales in 
Calcutta, wlll rather favour instead of discon- 


tinuj 
Muing fraudulent auction sales. The proper way to put down the practice 
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will be to find out the owners of the houses in which the sales take 
to compel them to take out licenses for allowing auction sales to Ther, 
on their lands, and then to hold them responsible for any frauds which a 
be practised by the auctioneers. ws 
6. A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 25th June, com lai 
of the prevalence of theft at cia me 
the neighbouring villages in the district of 
Beerbhoom. The District Magistrate anj 
the Superintendent of Police are requested to look out. 
7. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 30th June, Complains of 
the inefficiency and high-handedness of ti 
officers of the Jorabagan thana in Caleutt, 
The other day a man residing in Basak’s Lane, within the jurisdiction of 
that thana, had a daughter born to him. The man went to the thanat 


Prevalence of theft at Kushba in 
Beerbhoom, 


The Jorabagan thana in Calcutta. 


inform the officers of the event, but nobody seems to have thought it his 


duty to give him a hearing, andthe birth still remains unregistered, The 
European officer of the thana made faces at him, and bade him ina 
stern voice to go about his business. ‘The officers of the thana treat in the 
same way all persons who come to them for the purpose of getting births 
or deaths registered. : 


(b).— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Bhdraitbds, of the 18th June, says that native pleaders should 
Reactant eet ae be permitted to practice on the Original 
Original Side of the High Court, Side of the High Court. Suitors on the 
. Original Side will be greatly benefited if they 

_ are allowed to engage native pleaders to conduct their cases. The hum 
liation to which pleaders, however learned and eminent, are subjected by 


being prevented from practising on the Original Side is also great and 
sorely felt. A beardless young Barrister can plead on the Original Side 
of the High Court, but able and experienced pleaders like Doctors Gurudas 


Banerjee and Trailokhonath Mitter, and -Baboos Sreenath Dass, Mohesh 


Chandra Chowdhry, Durga Mohan Das, Kash Behary Ghosh, and others 
cannot. This is really monstrous injustice. Had Justices Romesh 
Chandra Mitter and Chandra Madhub Ghosh been still practising as 
pleaders, the doors of the Original Side would have been closed against 
them, and even on the Appellate Side they would bave been compelled to 
stand behind urchin Barristers. Could anything be more anjust thao this! 
Tne pleaders whose names have heen mentioned above are in no way inferior 
to any Barrister practising in the High Gourt. The writer is glad to find that 
a movement has been set on foot by the pleaders to get themselves freed from 
this disqualification. A similar movement was made some time ago, but came 
to nothing on account of strong opposition on the part of the ‘Barristers. 
Everyone, with the exception of the Barristers, will be delighted if the 
demand now preferred by the pleaders is granted. Sir Comer Petheram 
isa just man. It is hoped that he will not shrink from doing justice 
this matter. 
9. A correspondent of the Chdruvdrid, of the 20th June, complains 
) of the high-handed proceedings of Baboo 
Fe Deputy Magistrate of Tan- §hoshi Sekhur Dutt, the Deputy Magistrate 
of Tangail, in Rajshahye. It is alleged thet 
some time ago the Deputy Magistrate showered abuses upon Baboo Madan 
Mohon Roy, the naib of the zemindar of Delduar. He has forcibly made 
many resp: ctable men in the sub-division special constables and used abusive 
language towards them. He - refuses to give copies of judgments to #° 
mukhtars, One Tarini Charan Shom has sworn an affidavit against him 
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t :—On the occasion of the Jubilee, the Deputy Magistrate 
Pee og zemindars, Jaohabi Chowdharini and Bindu Bashint 
Chowdharini, to subscribe Rs. 2,500 each to the Jubilee Fund. Janhabi 
Chowcharini sent him Rs. 200 only, and he returned the amount. He also 
detained an elephant belonging to Janhabi Chowdharini, and has ordered 

‘cht of her principal amlah and seven of her durwans to serve as special 
pendent The Sub-Inspector of Police, Tangail, went over to the resi- 
dence of Janbabi Chowdharini and demanded the attendance of the men 
appointed as special constables. Her naib, Ram Ratun CQnakravarti, 
happened to be absent, and the Sub-Inspector spoke of him in terms of 
abuse, and severely assaulted one Bisweswar Sukul. These men have been 
appointed special constables with the view of lowering them in the estima- 
tion of the local public. A copy of the order of the Deputy Magistrate, 
regarding the appointment of Baboo Ram Nath Neogi as special constable, 
was granted to Ram Nath’s mukhtar; but the Deputy Magistrate snatched 
away the copy from the mukhtar’s hand after it had been duly delivered to 


him. 


: brings the following charges against Baboo 
ie Upendra Nath Ghose, Munsif of Maldah :— 
1. The Munsif having entered into an arrangement with the pleaders 
of his court, to the effect that the latter should contribute a fourth part of 
all postponement fees towards the creation of a funa he has set his heart 
upon, and spend the rest as they like, the pleaders have become interested 
in getting cases postponed, no matter how. Cases must be postponed 
in order that postponement fees may be realised. Sometimes postpone- 
ment fees are allowed in anticipation. They are sometimes allowed even 
in ez-parte cases, and are only disallowed when it is known that the cases 
are ex-parte cases. These postponements have so disgusted suitors that 
they often overvalue their suits in order to be able to institute them in the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge. These postponement charges, even in 
petty cases, range from Rs. 4 to Rs. 15, and at times from Rs, 25 to 
Rs. 150; and the greatest mischief is that orders for the payment of 
postponement charges cannot be appealed against, 

2. The Munsif is a very capricious officer, and he is sometimes 
following a particular procedure, and sometimes setting it aside. Ac¢ording to 
a circular of the High Court, orders for the execution of decrees could 
be passed by making a reference to the register of decrees, and without 
compelling parties to put in copies of decrees; but the Munsif deliberately 
sets this circular at naught, and insists on copies of decrees being filed 
before passing orders for execution. Somebody once brought this fact to 
the notice of the Judge, and the Munsif was called upon to give an ex- 
planation. This set the Munsif right, and he began to act in strict accord- 
ance with the circular; but no sooner did the Judge in question go away 
on leave, than he reverted to his old practice. Ruled by pure caprice, the 
Munsif sometimes gives orders for execution of decrees without having 


cOpies of decrees before him. Sometimes dismisses applications for execution | 


of decrees because copies of decrees are not forthcoming. 

_ 8. The Munsif isa great hand at striking off cases. By this wilful 
Striking off of cases he has reduced many persons to a state of poverty. 
People have so long said nothing against the Munsif because they were afraid 
that these disclosures might lead Anglo-Indians to bring a charge of in- 
competency against native officers as a class. 4 

ll. The same paper takes exception to the sentence of imprisonment 
Pee ee passed by Mr. Marriott, Judge of Rajshahye, 
on the day of the Jahier ea pasted ~on the day of the celebration of the Jubilee. 
A man was tried on that day, although it was 


10. A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjikd, of the 22nd June, 
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a holiday, and punished with fine and imprisonment. The man asked for 
copy of the judgment, but the Judge said he could not give a copy, tines 
his office or sheristah was closed. Has not the man good ground to is. 
plain of this ? 
12. The Sanjtvant, -" 1; cong r une, questions the decision of 

; sie ir Comer Petheram in the Meherpore fish; 
a case, and observes that, according ts thi po 
Bazar Patrikd, this is not the first time that Mr. lLuson’s Sentences 
have been set aside, and he himself censured by the High Qourt, [hp 
sentences passed by him in a similar case last year were set aside by the 
High Court. Thus it appears that Mr. Luson has this time deliberately 


disregarded the instructions of the High Court. Such reckless and r. 
fractory Officials ought to be severely punished, — | 


(c) —J atls . 


13. The Dacca Gazette, of the 27th J une, remarks that Indian 
Jails are as bad as hell. The sufferings of the 


The Indian Jails. ; | 
— convicts know no bounds. In many cases con- 


victs commit suicide in order to put an end to their sufferings. It appears 


that in the Midnapore Jail a convict was sentenced to undergo solitary 
confinement for a week, but being unable to undergo this very severe 
punishment, the unfortunate man has committed suicide. Will Govern- 
ment enquire into the matter ? 


(d) —Hducation. | 
14, The Suhachar, of the 22nd June, is glad that a College has 


been established in cunnection with the . 


ug ane, opening of Dany ~ einconnee- Utterpara School; but delight will give 
way to despair if the conversion of the 


Utterpara School into a College lead to the abolition of the Hugh 
College. | 


15. <A correspondent of the Prattkdr, of the 24th June, asks what 
iii tia ini will be the fate of the the Berhampore 
ee College if Maharani Sarnamoyee refuses 
to maintain it after five years? Will Government again undertake 1t 
management? This seems unlikely, considering the strong desire which 
Government now entertains to reduce expenditure in the Education 
Department. It is clear, however, that any doubt which may exist in 
men’s minds about the stability of the College will seriously affect its 
progress, It has therefore become of the first importance that either the 
Government or the Maharani should assure the public of the stability of ‘the 
institution. It is also necessary, in order that the College may enjoy wider 
sympathy, that there should be more educated men of the place on the 
Board of Trustees. It appears also that the whole of the old staff of teachers 
will be turned out and new men appointed in their places; but why 1 the 
Board turning all of them out? ‘Will Government be able to provice for all 
of them elsewhere? Certainly not. If tne Maharani does not, therefore, 
retain their services, a grave injustice will be done to them, and they 
will be reduced to a pitiable condition. 


16. The Bangabdst, of the 25th June, says that the students on 
ree out by the Indian Universities recel¥ 
ee een proper education. Tney do not soqu 
profound knowledge of any subject of study. The old Hindu Universiti 
at Benares, Drabir, and Navadwip turned out a class of profound scholar 
the like of whom cannot be found among the graduates of the 400" 
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Universities. The present system of education is most. superficial and 
s ‘sts of cram. Cannot this be corrected ? 
wae A correspondent of the Urdu Guide, of the 29th June, says 

Newsh of Moorshedabad’s High that the management of the Nawab of 
uae . Moorshedabad's High School is not satisfac- 
tory. Nota single student has passed the University Examinations this year. 
This result is due to the teachers being all Bengalis, who have no 
knowledge of Urdu and_ Persian, and who cannot therefore properly 
explain English books to Mussulman students. The correspondent also 
complains that a Mussulman Inspector of Schools has not yet been 
eT The Dacca Prakash, of the 26th J une, referring to the rumour 

Baboo Nilkantha Mazumdar, of the it has heard that it 1s proposed to appoint 
Dacea College. Baboo Nilkantha Mazumdar Principal of the 
Berhampore College, says that, considering the estimation in which the 
Baboois held, it is not improbable that there may be truth in it. The Baboo 
is a deserving officer, and is regarded by his pupils as a devaéa, and it is quite 
possible that, if his pay is not increased, he will accept private service on 
hetter terms. The Educational authorities are requested to increase his 
salary. 

19. The Grdmvdst, of the 29th June, says that great injury 1s 
being done to the cause of primary educa- 
tion in this country by the establishment of 
pathsalas by illiterate and irresponsible persons, who are actuated by no 
other motive than pecuniary reward. These pathsalas should be abolished, 
and upper primary schools should be established, one in each village, or 
one for two or three villages, with pathsalas attached to them. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal administration. 


20. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 23rd June, says that, during the 
a wk outbreak of cholera in Calcutta, 
Caleutta. en ere the Municipal Commissioners of the city, at the 
instance of Dr. Simpson, the Health Officer, 

engaged the services of several medical men for giving medicine and 
medical advice gratis to the poor. This step perceptibly diminished the 
violence of the outbreak; but it was a pity that no sooner some improve- 
ment was observed, than the Commissioners, on the plea of want of money, 
dispensed with the services of the doctors. This was certainly bad. While 
immense sums are being squandered away on fireworks, in giving rewards 
to Engineers, and so on, the Municipality cannot spare a few thousand 
tupees for the treatment of the poor, aud for improving the sanitary condi- 
lion of the city! It is a standing complaint against the Calcutta 
Municipality that the money contributed by the rate-payers is not always 
spent for their benefit. Government should look to this matter. a 
21. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 27th June, says 

The Ranaghat Municipality. that affairs in the Ranaghat Municipality 


be : are in a state of confusion. A bridge is 
elog built at some place on the Nasarapara road, anda large excavation 


a3 been made near it, As the Municipal authorities have not put upa 
ence round the excavation, and as no lights are put near it in order to warn 
a by, accidents, though not of a serious nature, resulting in ‘bruises 
se lurts, have become of frequent occurrence. The municipality is. also 

careless that an iron roller which was brought to the spot for some 


eee has been allowed to remain there ever since to the great 1nconve- 
“nce of passers by. 


Pathsalas and primary education. 


on. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 27th Tune, says that 


The Narayangunge Municipaltty,  ‘#@ Kundu Baboos have sued the Narayan- 
gunge Municipality for twenty thousand rupees 
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as compensation. The case is still subjudice. It is hoped that the Municipa) 
Commissioners will not carry on the case, but come to a settlement with the 
Kundu Baboos. The carelessness, malice, and greed manifested throughout 
the proceedings by the Commissioners and the officers prove that they are 
responsible for all that has happened, and that it 1s they who ought to be 
compelled to pay the compensation money. 


(7 )— Questions affecting the land. 


23. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st June, says that it js 
The embankments in the Burdwan the opinion of Mr. Oldham, M agistrate of 
estate. Burdwan, that the sum of Rs. 60,000 annually 
contributed by the Burdwan estate for maintaining and repairing the 
embankments in that estate has now become insufficient for the purpose, 
as the repairs now cost from Rs. 80,000 to Rs. 1,20,000 yearly, and that 
Government has clearly lost by tbe transaction. This may be the case 
but it is no reason why the people should suffer on this account. If 
Government has made a losing bargain, it, and not the people, should suffer 
the consequences. 


(9) — Railways and communications including canals and irrigation, 


24. The Hossainpore correspondent of the Chdruvartd, of the 28th 
June, says that the road near the Munsif’s 
Court, which was recently repaired, has been 
injured by heavy showers of rain. The road has become impassable, and 
is a source of danger to passengers. A short time ago two men sustained in— 
juries by falling down upon it. The Road Cess Overseer of Kissoregunge 
has personally inspected the condition of the road, but he has taken no 
measures to improve it. The condition of the village roads in that part of 
the country shows that the Road Cess Committee is doing nothing. 


25. The Samaya, of the 24th June, says that, since the transfer of 

the Eastern Bengal Railway to the hands 
the of Government, the cases of railway oppression 

have increased in frequency. The other day 
a gentleman named Ramnarayan Chuttopadhya was insulted by the 
servants of the Railway. The Baboo was asked to leave the carriage 10 
which he was sitting, and on his declining to do go, the lords of the railway 
station tried to forcibly turn him out. The Baboo complained to the 
Station-master, who, after making faces at him, curtly said : —‘* Cannot he 
helped ?” Now, under what rule was the Baboo expelled from the carriage? 
If the carriage in question was reserved for Darjeeling passengers, why 
were not the passengers informed of the fact? Another complaint comes 
from a gentleman who had been travelling with his wife from Syamnaga 
to Julpaiguri. The Baboo and his wife were in a reserved carriage. db 
an adjoining carriage were three Europeans. When the train was in moton, 
these Europeans attempted to force open the shutters between the 
two carriages. The Baboo got angry and raised his stick. If these cas 
are allowed to be repeated, it will become difficult for gentlemen to travel by 
rail. The authorities should look to the matter. 


26. The Bangabds?, of the 25th June, complains that old and 

5 experienced clerks drawing comparative’) 

ne of clerks from railway high salaries have been dismissed from 

the railway offices, while the services of young 

and inexperienced clerks drawing smaller salaries bave been retain 

Thus grave injustice bas been done to the old men who have served d 

faithfully and so long. It would have been better if they had been aa 
sioned off. There is no reason why the execution of all measures 


A road at Hossainpore in Mymen- 
singh. 


Oppression committed in 
Eastern Bengal State Railway. 
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ld be attended with injustice. These old men cannot 
ag on oe ability elsewhere at their time of life, and if they are 
eed, they will be reduced to a sorrowful plight indeed. Government 
am to reconsider the very hard case of theee poor aged clerks. | 


a Prakdsh, of the 26th June, has learnt that some of Dacca Praxsaz, 

ork amt the members of the Dacca District Board 2%" 
The District Board of Dacca and gre in favour of a steamer service at Manik- 
the Manikgunge road. gunge as an ese: ’ om — which 
be constructed from that place to Goalundo. Now, in 
: ne. the road is already in a fair way towards completion, 
only 16 miles remaining to be constructed. The whole public of Dacca are 
‘sterested in it, and it is sure to attract considerable traffic to itself ; but none 
of these considerations can be urged in favour of a steamer service which 
can be availed of only by a few rich or well-to-do people. As a matter 
of fact few people will choose or have means enough to go in a steamer. 
Steamer service was more than once tried between Manikgunge and 
Goalundo, and each time resulted In pecuniary loss, and had therefore to 
be abandoned ; but supposing the project of a steamer service to be good 
in itself, it need not at any rate stand in the way of the completion of the 

road in question. 


h.— General. 


98. The Bhdratbas2, of the 18th June, says that no information has _ BuA™s™4* 


‘ , ° June 18th, 1887. 
; been received regarding the time when, or 
The loss of the Sir Join Zawrence- the spot where, the Sir John Lawrence was 
wrecked. ‘There is no longer any possibility of receiving information on 
these points. But bas any attempt been made to collect information on 
these points? Will no public enquiry be made into the circumstances under 
which so many lives were lost? The English merchants deserve the best 
thanks of the Hindu community for the subscriptions they are raising in 
aid of the relatives of those who have perished ; but these subscriptions will be 
of little use to those for whom they are intended. People would have been 
much more thankful to the English merchants if they had endeavoured to 
ascertain the circumstances of the loss of the ship. Many people are 
inclined to think that such a catastrophe would not have happened if the 
owners of the ship had taken proper precautionary measures. 
29. The Urdu Guide, of the 20th June, says that the new Government vzrv Gun, 
system of making appointments to the Police 2 1897. 
fhe Pans and appointments in Department according to the results of com- 
é rolice Department. Se ° ; , 
petitive examination will close the doors of 
that department against Mussulmans. Not only intelligence, but also physical 
strength is necessary for an efficient discharge of police duties. Hindus 
have failed in offices requiring the exercise of physical strength.. Some 
consideration should also be shown to Mussulmans who have commenced to 
receive English education 50 years later than Hindus. 


80. The Sdér Sudhdnidhi, of the 20th June, says that a law should 4,5 scpmaxmm, 


" ? be passed compelling prostitutes to remove to June 20th, 1887. 
quarter of teoprestitutes tom separate a separate quarter of the town. The present 


law on the subject is inadeyuate and unsatie- 
factory. 


dl. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 20th June, asks Government to aN ag 
Pilgrins shipo. pass a law in regard to pilgrim ships. The ) 


June 20th, 1887, 
| agents or owners of such ships should not be 
ocel to take on board more than a fixed number of passengers, and there 

u 


be a Government Supervisor on board each of those ships. The 


spe of such ships shoud a be required to cast anchor in stormy 
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392. The Burdwan Sanjivam, of the 21st June, says that the removal 
of the office of the Commissioner of ‘Burg. 
The office of the Commissioner of wan to Sadhanpore ig producing all 
Burdwan. , ae 5 Git Sorts of 
inconvenience. The office house is very old 
and wanting in accommodation. It seems therefore desirable to remove the 
office to its old quarters. As the old quarters are nearer to the residence of 
the Commissioner and to the Civil and Criminal Courts than Sadhanpore, the 
proposed removal of the office will give greater facilities than are at present 
enjoyed by parties to suits in the Commissioner's Court to engage pleaders 
and muktears. The Police office may, if necessary, be accommodated in the 
circuit-house buildings. The Commissioner is requested to take thes 
suggestions into his careful consideration. | 
83. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 22nd June, protests against the 
The Exodus to the hills of the exodus to Darjeeling of the Commissioner of 
Commissioner of Rajshahye. Rajshahye, and observes that- it- was once 
stated that no Commissioner of Rajshahye, after Lord Ulick Browne, would 
be allowed to reside in Darjeeling; but events show that what was 
stated was not meant to be enforced. Darjeeling has practically become 
the capital of Rajshahye. Besides increasing the cost of the administra. 
tion, this practice is also impairing its efficiency. It is now time to 
prepare the Annual Administration Report, and it is the clerks that are 
chiefly doing it, the Commissioner and his assistant being in the hills, 
and this is the reason why the Commissioner’s annual report is found to 
be so full of set phrases and expressions, ‘The Commissioner alone may be 
allowed to reside in Darjeeling for two or three months in the year, but 
that he should take with him his assistant too is simply intolerable. It 
is to be hoped that Government will consult the convenience and incon- 
venience of the public before all else and shape its course accordingly. 
384. The Sahachar, of the 22nd June, says that the object which 
The Public Service Commission and Government had in view in appointing the 
the Anglo-Indian opposition. Public Service Commission was ‘no doubt 
to secure a larger employment of natives in the public service. ‘The 
Commission has thus raised hopes in the minds of the people which it 
will be extremely impolitic to destroy. Two objects can be gained by 
appointing natives more largely to high posts in the public service, namely, 
economy, and the affection and contentment of the people. As men like 
Mr. Beames and Sir Lepel Griffin are not wanting in the ranks of the 
Government service, many Anglo-Indian officers have, in their evidence 
before the Commission at Simla, declared themselves openly against the 
appointment of natives to high posts in the public service. How the 
pre-concerted testimony of these men will influence the decision of the 
Commission it is impossible to say. This much only is certain, that Govera- 
ment, if it places any reliance on what these men have said, will be unable 
to do anything for natives, and the result will be that it will do more 
injury to itself than to the people of this country. In the meantime 
Anglo-Indians are taking steps to induce the Commission, which will shortly 
sit in England over this question of appointing natives to the public 
service, to decide it in their own favour. Anglo-Indians look only to thett 
own selfish interest, and not to the interest of the Empire. 
35. The same paper says a the Licutenant-Gorernor ougit oe 
ae the Dowager Maharani’s consent to the 
oe em feel Takes Maakheds on by the young 
Maharani. The Board’s decision is not final, and its adoption by Gover 
ment will not prevent litigation. | | 


36. The Samaya, of the 24th June, says that charges of ei ae 


Mr. Beames. nature as those which havé been laid ab 
door of Mr. Beames once cost & 
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in the service of Government for thirty years, his service. 
* it tbat ‘Donasee has still left Mr. Beames unpunished ? 
How eaiil the distinction between black and white. 

= 30 The Bangabdsi, of the 25th June, is glad to find that the 

- Members of the Board of Revenue have 

The Burdwan adoption. recommended the adoption of Baboo 

Banbehari’s son. Everyone connected with the Burdwan Estate will be glad 

heer this. It is hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley will make no delay in 
" ‘ng effect to the recommendation of the Board of Revenue. 

ai 38 A correspondent of the same paper says that the places under the 

smart ont. Cbilmari outpost will be transferred from the 

he eee te Crisdiction of jurisdiction of the Kurigram sub-division 

Fhe Gybanda sub-division. to that of the Gybanda ye oot This 

will be a source of inconvenience to suitors and witnesses, 

a worpepgte roads to Gybanda and no lodging accommodation and 

‘. ly of provisions at that place. During the rainy season the roads, 

oak ‘4 they are, remain under water and people have to go in boats. If the 

roposed change is carried ous, there will be a decrease in the number of 

sai to the extent of one-fourth, The authorities are therefore requested 

he change. ae | 

ne "39. ge pete of the same paper takes exception to the 

proposed transfer of the Ranirhat post office. 

The transfer of the Ranirhat post People will be put to great inconvenience if 

nhs the office is transferred to some other place. 

ities should look to the matter. ; 

be rn Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 27 th June, referring to the 

Government and the distress in declaration of the Lieutenant-Governor that 

Tipperah. the fund raised for the relief of the sufferers 


from the floods of last year, supplemented by private charity, will be sufficient 
for the relief of the distress in Tipperah, remarks that this new famine policy 
of Government is a fine policy indeed ! 
41, The Som Prakash, of the 27th June, has learnt from the Jndian 
Baboo Nundo Lal Bakchi, Deputy /trror newspaper that favouritism still pre- 


Magistrate, transferred to Howrah. vails in the disposal of appointments in the 


Subordinate Executive Service. Not six months ago Baboo Nunda Lal 
Bakchi was made Deputy Magistrate of Jessore by Sir Rivers Thompson 
on no other recommendation than that he was son-in-law of Baboo Syama 
Charan Lahiri, and he has been recently transferred to Howrah. Why is so 
much favour shown to so young aman? Why is the charge of so import- 
ant a place as Howrah entrusted to such inexperienced hands? The com- 
plaint is ag pati heard of some good places being the monopoly of a 
few Deputy Magistrates owing their appointments to favouritism. 
42. The Dainik and Samdchdér Chandrika, of the 28th June, thanks 
Sit Steuart Bayley's Resolution on Sir Steuart Bayley for his Resolution on the 
ne loss of the Sir John Lawrence. . logs of the Sir John Lawrence, and says that, 
in order to prevent similar disasters in future, ‘strict laws should be made 
regulating the navigation of ships in stormy weather and compelling port 
and harbour officers to see that the laws are strictly enforced. The matter 
should not be left in the hands of the Port Officer. The Government of 
1a should interfere and call on the Provincial Governments for Opinion. 
ome people of the village of Jona, who were on board the Sir John 
ve ence, are reported to have reached Puri in safety. If so, they should 
be found out by Government and questioned about the loss of the ship. 
43. ferring to the Midnapore correspondenv’s letter describing the 
The mischievous effects of outstills,  CA8€ of one ‘Girish Chandra .Samujpati, 


hurir in the Mj 
has met with accidental death Sh ininaihen ieee ee 


ti 


through immoderate drinking, the same peper 
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says that, by establishing outstills in the country, Government 
iteelf seainatle for these deaths. 6 : = _ 
44, The Dainik and. Samachar Chandrika, of the 29th June asks 
‘Sir Steuart Bayley to personally 20 to 
eae oer me scarcity ‘Tipperah and ascertain the real state 
in Tipperah. ae of 
things there. Even such a man as Gir River 
Tnompson personally visited those places in Bengal: and Orissa which 
suffered from flood and storm. ) | a : 

45. The Samvdd Pérnachandrodaya, of the 30th June, is astonished 
to find that letters, money-orders, and valye. 
payable articles fram Caloutta, which formerly 
used to reach the Chandrakona post office in two or three days, now reach 
it in eight or nine days. The Postal authorities ought to enquire into 
the cause of this delay. 


The post office at Chandrakona. 


]1V.—Nattve Strats. 


46. The Bhdratbdst, of the 18th June, takes exception to the action 
of the Gwalior Council of Regency in 
connection with the contribution made to the 
Imperial Institute on behalf of the minor 
Maharajah. The writer wishes to be informed who is responsible for giving 
a lakh of rupees from the Maharajah’s treasury in aid of the funds of the 
Imperial Institute. What benefit will the minor Maharajah derive from 
this experiditure ? The Viceroy is the guardian of the minor Maharajah, 
and it is difficult to imagine why he has sanctioned this unnecessary — 
expenditure. Tne Dewan may have done this for name’s sake, but is he 
competent to spend money in this reckless manner ? 

47. The Sanjivani, of the 25th June, takes exception to the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Macdonald, late of the Calcutta 
Doveton College, to the Principalship of the 
newly-opened Victoria College in Cooch Behar ona monthly salary of 
Rs 500 rising to Rs. 750 in five years, and thinks that the present 
Director of Public Instruction in Cooch. Behar, a brilliant scholar of the 
Krishnagore Gollege, who fora long time discharged with ability the 
duties of Head Master of an English schoo), and who is now: drawing a 
monthly salary of Rs. 400, should have been appointed Principal of the 
new college. As there will be four Professors in the college, besides 
the Principal, the duties of the latter will be chiefly confined to super 
vision. Under such circumstances, the claims of the present Director of 
Public Instruction to the Principalship should not have been ignored. 
The new college will absorb Rs. 31,000 out of Rs. 63,000—the whole 
educational allotment. Thus it will be necessary, when the college will 
have received its full endowment, to close 200 schools out of the existing 
total of 300. Had the other man been appointed, 150 new schools 
could have been kept up. The salaries of the teachers of the school 
department attached to the new college will be increased. This is 
news no doubt; but as new men will be appointed in the place of the old one 
the result of the change will not be very satisfactory. : 

48. The Dacca Prakash, of the 26th June, asks Government why 

The State of Bhopal. the case of Nawab Siddiq Hossein of Bhopal 
was not publicly tried, like that of Maulhor 
Rao of Baroda. These proceedings of Government behind the scree 
are injuring its good name. By insulting the Nawab, the British Govern 
ment nas insulted the Begum, and by insulting the Begum i 


Leonia its own best friend. It ought tocorrect its wistake as promptly # 
possible. | | 


The Gwalior contribution to the Im- 
perial Institute. 


Education in Cooch Behar. 
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ProsPECTs OF THE CROPS AND THE ConDITION OF THE PHOPLE. 


indu Ranjikd, of the 22nd June, is glad that the attention of 

Eh en , the Cisuiuseat- Garant has at last been 

Searcity in Tipperah. attracted to the scarcity in Tipperah. Misled 

by official reports, His Honour did not, it seems, realize the true state of 

things in that place. Government should without delay take steps to 
relieve the distressed people of Tipperah, 

50. The Bangabdst, of the 25th June, says that people cannot feel 
themselves at ease about the scarcity in 
Scarcity in Tipperah. 

Governor has written hopefu!ly abovt it to the Indian Association. ‘The 
real state of things in connection with such matters never comes to the 
knowledge of Government, and even when it does come to its knowledge 
the public are not allowed to know it. It should now be everybody's business 
to prove to Government that there is really scarcity in Tipperah. 

51. The Nattore correspondent of the same paper says that continued 
rainfall has submerged the paddy plants 
which grew in the Jdeels. near tte villages 
of Halasri, Jasai, Tithla, &c. The water is still rising. The inhabitants are 
in great distress. | | | 

52. The Dacca Prakash, of the 26th June, referring to the scarcity in 


se a ae Tipperah, says that though the low lands in 

witha it nti Dacca, Burrisal, Noakhally, Tipperah, Sylhet, 
and Mymensingh have suffered from the recent inundation, ita effects have 
proved beneficial to high lands. ‘There has been more or less distress in 
the places named above, but they can hardly be said to be suffering 
from famine. In every one of those places, except Mymensingh, rice is 
selling cheaper than it did last year. In Tipperah the price of rice is 
surprisingly low owing to an unusually good harvest. So this talk about 
famine in Tipperah is simply nonsense, Tipperah, like all other districts, has 
a large pauper population, and it will be a good thing for Government to 
assist them if it can; but the newspapers are doing much mischief by 
circulating false rumours of famine. The probable result of this agitation 
will be that in future Government will be less disposed than: it is at present 
to believe what these papers say; and by joining and supporting this-agita- 
tion the Indian Association has brought discredit on all public bddies. It has 
evidently acted on insufficient information, Besides, there is nothing in the 
report submitted to it by its reporter which justified it in making the sort 
of representation it has submitted to Government. There are men who 
wanted to buy cheap notoriety, and it is they that have been making so much 
of this very ordinary affair. 


03. The Dainik and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 80th June, asks— 
Scarcity in Tipperah. will Government pay no attention to the 
Bee a Condition of the famine-stricken people of 
Aerial 0 relief operations have been opened in the Kashba station, 
5" many people there have been greatly afflicted by the scarcity.. In 


every village in that station five or six people are fasting al | 

. 3 ive or § op sting almost every day. 

pe a 7 .. moanre of rice when, resnpe to the point of death by 
| : e Magistrate’s recent visit has produced n 

relief has been offered to the sufferers. sibs: ) ween or ri 


Floods at Barampore in Rajshahye. 


VI.—M1scELLangovs. | 
04. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 20th June, says that it would appear 


The weteie’s © giles from external appearances as if the people 
English role, Smevances under OF India had no grievances or isaftlinees 
but the indication of things, if only looked 
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into a little deeply, would be very different. If the innumerable population 
of India are asked whether they have — grievance, they will unanimously 
reply that hunger afflicts them all. The people of India are crying witi 
one voice—“ We do not want civilization, we do not want education, we 
do not want fioe clothing ; we have no food in our stomach, give us some. 
thing to eat.” The people of India with folded and uplifted hands are 
erying—“ Englishmen, we do not want your glass or chinaware. Our 
earthen plate is best for us. Wedo not want your education, your in- 
tellect, your knowledge, your civilization, or your ironed shirts—we only 
want a morsel of food to eat.” 
55. Referring to the provision made in the Allahabad University 
__. Bill regarding the theft of question papers by 
ae dishonesty under British § stndents, the Hindu Ranjikd, of the 22nd 
June, says that it is true, as the Pioneer 
newspaper observes, that with the diffusion of English education natives 


have become more dishonest than they were before. For some time, even 
after the establishment of English rule in this country, Indians were so 


simple and honest as to take only the names of their gods as a proof that 
they meant to perform what they promised. Tne English have wade 
a immoral and irreligious. | 
56. The Sahachar, of the 22nd June, says that before legislating on 
| the subject of Hindu marriage Government 
re should take notice of the fact that with 
Hindus the marriage tie is indissoluble, and that a Hindu wife cannot 
renounce her husband. The English law, under which the faithlessness 
of the husband gives the wife a right to re-marry, is thus clearly inapplicable 
in this country. 
57. The same paper is sorry that Divya Singh, the ex-Rajah of Puri, 
Divya Singh, ex-Rajah of Puri has met with no mercy even at the hands of | 
_, _ Sir Steuart Bayley. 
58. The Bangabdst, of the 25th June, thinks that the proposed 
sanitarium for Hindus at Darjeeling should 
be managed on strictly Hindu principles. 
When the Eden Sanitarium was established, the Government materially 
helped the execution of the scheme, and it is therefore hoped that 
Government will also help the new scheme of a sanitarium for Bengalis. 
59. The same paper says that if Government had possessed a fair 
knowledge of Hindu society, Hindu religion, 
gabe Bukhma Bai case and the ond Hindu rites and ceremonies, it would 
- pever have issued its marriage circular. 
Government has betrayed great inexperience and want of foresight by 
taking up this matter for discussion. Hindu society is mainly composed 
of the Brahmin, Vaidya, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Kayastha castes. The 
Brahmin caste occupies the highest place among them, and all laws and 
ordinances have been framed with special reference to that caste. All the 
other castes conduct themselves after the fashion of the Brahminical 
class. The lowest classes deviate in certain points from Brahminical 
custom. They have, for instance, mika or widow marriage, marriage with 
a husband’s brother, and divorce. Nay, more, the English custom of 
deserting parents in their old age also exists among them. Questions 
affecting Hindu society’can never be discussed with reference to the 
manners and customs which prevail among these lowest castes. Some 
Anglicised gentlemen have taken up the cause of Rukma Bai, and are 
making an agitation on the subject. These men belong to the party the 
members of which feel no shame and find no impropriety in giving thet 
widowed mothers and mother’s sisters in marriage—aye, in marrying their 
own wives if they only find suitable matches for them. Some among them 


A Hindu sanitarium at Darjeeling. 


think ¢ 
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is great glory in marrying a prostitute. They think that 
given 4 the ae Bie ti of civilized men if prostitutes are rescued 


ns of vice and given in marriage; but Hindus take no notice 


f these men. It isa pity that Government has been deluded 
: 2 pore a of these pseudo-patriots into issuing an absolutely uncalled 


for -“ Santjvani, of the 25th June, approves of the Marriage 


Resolution of the Government of India. 


The Marriage Resolution of the Whatever others may say, it is clear that 


Government of India. 


some alteration of the present law, like the 


one proposed by the Government of India, is needed in the interests of 
morality, common decency, and female honour. 


6]. The same paper says that, according to the Jndtan Daily 


News, one of the reasons why the Govern- 


Representative Legislative Councils ment of India is unwilling to have re- 


in this country. 


to exercise 


presentative councils is the want of fit men 
the right of election in this country; but this charge is 


absolutely without foundation. English education has aroused patriotic 
feeling in the minds of the Indian youth. Municipal affairs are being 


managed by 


natives. Natives are conducting newspapers. Native reform- 


ers are doing their best to destroy popular ignorance and superstition: 
The real reason why Government is unwilling to establish representative 
councils will be found in its belief that representative councils will, on 
account of the native influence which will preponderate there, prove detri- 
mental to Anglo-Indian interests; but that such a belief is utterly 


erroneous 1s 


clear from the fact that, notwithstanding the scantiness 


of the European element in the principal municipalities in this country, 
no complaint is heard of European interests being overlooked or sacrificed 


therein. 


62. The Daintk and Samachar Chandrikd, of the 26th June, says 


Party-factions in Sylhet. 


that party spirit is running high in the 
village of Sangi, situate on the north of 
Habiganj in Sylhet. This party feeling 


among the villagers led to a serious affray some 15 or 16 years ago, resulting 
in the loss of life and limb, and a man who was sent to jail on that 
occasion is still undergoing penal servitude. The old party spirit (dadadalt) 
has reappeared in the village, and the aspect of things has become quite 
serious, The local Magistrate, instead of leaving the matter to be dealt with 
by the village chowkidar, ought to take early steps himself to put down the 
hostile parties. 


63. The same paper says that the proposed alteration of the law 


relating to the restitution of conjugal rights, 


The Marriage Resolution. instead of maintaming and fortifying those 


rights, will simply destroy them. The English 


law on the subject, which is proposed to be introduced into this 


country, 
wife, J 
hence the 
if the wife 


odians can hay 
require a Court’s 


tobe able 


possess recalcitrant wives, 


thing, 


In En 


Indu wife 


husband is 


has a meaning, because it enables a husband to fly from a false 
o England a man cannet have two wives at the same time, and 


necessity of alaw sanctioning the cancelment of a marriage 
is either false or unwilling to come to her husband ; but 
€ more than one wife at the same time, and so they do not 
order cancelling their marriage with one wife in order 
to marry another. Indians, therefore, only want the right to 
and Government proposes to do just the opposite 


gland a wife can set aside an unfaithful husband; but a 
cannot do so. Among Hindus. unchastity on the part of the 
certainly a culpable offence and a sin, but they set much 


SaNJIVANt!. 
June 25th, 1887. 
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higher value upon female chastity notwithstanding. Female unchasijt 
has been deprecated in strong terms in the Bhagabatgita :—« Female 
uochastity gives rise to half-castes. The rise of half-castes leads to th, 
destruction of families, and robs departed ancestors of their oblations, 1, 
is thus that religious rites and customs of natives and families come t, 
an end, and the ancestors of unchaste families are doomed to reside in hel) ” 
The fact is that in this country people do not, and cannot, look upon 
male and female unchastity in the same light. A man must cast off his 
unchaste wife, but a wife cannot so easily get rid of her faithless husband. 
Rukma says that her husband is illiterate, sickly and poor, and she jg 
therefore unwilling to go to him. But supposing all this to be true, she 
is still bound by the Shastras to follow her husband. Under similar cireyn- 
stances, an English wife would, under the English law, be probably justifieg 
in renouncing her husband; but that law is certainly not applicable jn 
this country. Hindus cannot tolerate any such thing. With Hindus 
marriage is a religious ceremony, and its rights and privileges are strictly 
guarded by the Shastras. So by proposing to alter the marriage law of Hindus 
Government is virtually proposing to interfere with their religion. Let Hindu 
society be on its guard. 

64. The Navavibhdkar Sdédhérani, of the 27th June, says that the fact 
that the Widow Marriage Act does not work 
has convinced many Hindus of the futility of 
all attempts to introduce changes into Hindu society by means of legislation. 
The fact is that Hindus have wholly given up the idea of reforming society 
by force. Hindu religion and Hindu society are so closely connected 
with each other that there can be no reformation of the latter with- 
out a reformation of the former. Hindus are now more anxious to reform 
their once pure religion by freeing it from the impurities which have gathered 
around it in the course of time than to introduce changes into their 
society. With reference to the proposal recently made to the effect that 
a law should be passed entitling a husband or a wife, married in childhood, 
to obtain upon attaining majority a dissolution of marriage if he or she 
wishes to do so, it is stated that there is no practical necessity for such a law, 
Among Hindus no one, man or woman, on coming of age, is ever found 
to desire a dissolution of marriage. A law of the kind proposed will there- 
fore be inoperative, like the Widow Marriage Act; and such a law may also 
do some harm. It will probably induce many parents, who now make ita 
point not to allow married children to cohabit or visit each other before 
they have attained to years of discretion, to deliberately violate that excel- 
lent practice with the view of making both boy and girl perform acts 
indicative of approval of their marriage. | 

65. The Som Prakash, of the 27th June, says that amongst Hindus 
marriage is a religious institution, solemnised 
not only for the temporal well-being of the 
parties concerned, but also for their happiness in the world to come. So the 
arguments that have been brought against it from a temporal point of view 
are simply irrelevant and wholly without application. Among Hindus the 
marriage tie cannot be broken. Will not the substitution for this syse™ — 
of marriage, of one in which the two sexes are united only for worldly 
purposes, and according to which their union is not more lasting eS 
union among beasts and birds, be a step in the backward direction ? Woul 
the educated young men of this country like to have a beastly custom 1? 
exchange for a solemn religious institution ? 

66. The Dacca Gazette, of the 27th June, asks why no native has 
been appointed member of the Committee 
: which has been formed for raising subscription 
for the suff.rers by the loss of the Sir John Lawrence and the Betrecoer 


The marriage circular. 


The marriage question. 


The Relief Fund Committee. 
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7, The Dainik and Samachar Chandrika, of the 28th June, says that Pamgk & Samacuan 


Hindus feel a strong natural repugnance 

The Bakmabai agitation. against laws passed by — preset 

: 9 against the injunctions of their own Shastras. It there- 
agg tery Bosteuiiiek saline it frames any law which would be likely 
og e ‘tg Hindu subjects, to carefully acquaint themselves with their 
Shasiras and with their peculiar manners, customs, and usages. It ought to 
be particularly cautious in handling such delicate subjects, lest it is deceived 
‘ato interfering with the religion of Hindus; for in the present state of 
Hindu society there are not wanting men ready to misinterpret the Hindu 
shastras for their owa private purposes. The Rukmabai affair has 
brought to light the sort of tricks that can be played by such men. Rukma 
can barely sign her name in English, and yet she has been represented by 
these men as writing long articles in English newspapers. Rukma is a 
carpenter by caste, but these men have taken care to conceal this fact from 
the public, and circulated all sorts of bad reports about her husband; and 
these are the men who have undertaken to advise Government in the matter. 
Let Government beware how it allows itself to be guided by such men. 


Besides, these men, whom Government probably believes to be very learned, 


may also be perfectly ignorant of the Hindu Shastras. In fact, many 
of these so-called learned men, either through ignorance or from inter- 
ested motives, feel strongly tempted to misinterpret the Shastras. 
Even Raghunath Jeo, Dewan of the estate of Indore, says that the Hindu 
Shastras do not enjoin child-marriage, and that Hindu girls are at liberty to 
marry anybody they like, and at any time in their life. Now nothing could 
be more opposed to the letter and spirit of the Hindu Shastras than this 
interpretation thereof by the Dewan of Indore. Probably the Dewan has no 
idea of what the Hindu shastras really are. He has apparently no knowledge 
of the Smritis and Sanhitas. In this Kali Yuga, the Smriti written by the 
save Parasara, is of most authority, and according to that sage girls 
should be marrried between their eighth and tenth years. After the tenth 
year girls become “‘ Rajasvala,” or girls who have commenced to menstruate, 
“and that, if a girl is not married even when she is 12 years of age, her 
ancestors are supposed to drink her monthly discharge.” The heinousness, 
from a Hindu point of view, of marrying a girl after she has begun to 
menstruate will appear from the following :—‘* He who marries such a 
girl by mistake (or under infatuation) should not be spoken to by any- 
body; should be considered unfit to sit with other Brahmins and regarded 
as the husband of a Sudra girl.” In the face of these strong denuncia- 
tions in the Shastras, these men have the hardihood to say that child marriage 
13 not enjoined therein, and that a Hindu father is under no obligation to 
marry his daughter. - Under such circumstances, Government cannot abolish 
child marriage by law, nor listen to the counsels of these reckless reformers 
who ask it tudoso. True, Government will do no such thing ; but how is 
the right of the husband to cohabit with his wife to be enforced if his wife 
is determined not to share her husband’s company? The busband may 
obtain a money decree against her, and she may, if she is rich, pay the 
penalty; but is that the way in which Government wants to enforce the law 
e = to the restitution of conjugal rignts? And, if so, will the wronged 
ie and be able to tell Government that he has got what he wanted? 
‘Anyhow the punishment of imprisonment must be retained. 
68. The Urdu Guide, of the 29th June, referring to the statement 
oe of a correspondent of the Indian Daily News 
Hossein, 6 «Mr. Syud Amir that Mr. M. K.Chatterjea and Moulvie Abdul 
ae | Jabbar are fit men to succeed Mr. Syud Amir 
ossein as Presidency Magistrate, says that the correspondent has omitted 


the name of anoth : , : 
pa Ahimed ply ios nts fit for the port namely, Moulvie Delawar 


June 28th, 1887. 


UREvu GUIDE, 
June 29th, 1887 


SamMVvaD PRABHAKAR, 
June 30th, 1887. 


| ( 686 ) 
69. The Samvad Prabhdkar, of the 30th June, referring to the 


Marriage Resolution of Government, apy, 
The Marriage Resolution. that Government wants to change the exist, 

marriage law on the ground that it is not suit. 
able to a civilised country. This may be true, but what if the so-calleq 
uncivilised law be consistent with the religion of the people? ‘Will not the 
alteration of the law in that case amount to an interference with the religious 
and social customs of the people? A thing which is connected wit) 
religion cannot be so easily changed as a thing which is not so connected, 
Interference of this kind will be a contravention of the Queen’s Proclamation. 
Hindu social customs ought not to be judged by the standard of European 
taste and European civilization, and the introduction of European notions 
and European laws into Hindu society will do more harm than good to it, 
Kindness to the female sex cannot be a good plea in favour of the 
proposed alteration. Why are women sent to jail for committing crimes 
and refusing to pay debts? It is proposed that if a woman renounces her 
husband, her property will goto the latter; but what if the woman have 
no property to part with? And most Hindu women, it is well-known, have 
no property of their own; and if a woman have no property to lose, how 
will she be punished? She will evidently go unpunished. Lord Dufferin 
should bear in mind that the change is asked for only by a few go-ahead 
nutives, and is being deprecated by crores of Hindus. The punishment of im- 
prisonment should therefore be retained for such cases as that of Rukmabai. 
The law may be outrageous to the civilised nations of Europe, but the 
people of this country protest against its abolition. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 
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The 2nd July 1887. 
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